CHAPTER VIII,

JESTJS AT CAPERNAUM.

BESET by an idea, gradually becoming more and more imperi-
ous and exclusive, Jesus proceeds henceforth with a kind of fatal
impassibility in the path marked out by his astonishing genius
and the extraordinary circumstances in which he lived. Hitheito
he had only communicated his thoughts to a few persons secretly
attracted to him; henceforward his teaching was sought after
by the public. He was about thirty years of age.1 The little
group of hearers who had accompanied him to John the Baptist,
had, doubtless, increased, and perhaps some disciples of John had
attached themselves to him.2 It was with this first nucleus of a
church that he boldly announced, on his return into Galilee, the
"good tidings of the kingdom of God." This kingdom was
approaching, and it was he, Jesus, who was that " Son of Man "
whom Daniel had beheld in Iris vision as the divine herald of
the last and supreme revelation.

WQ must remember, that in the Jewish ideas, which were averse
to art and mythology, the simple form of man had a superio-
rity over that of Cherubs, and of the fantastic animals which the
imagination of the people, since it had been subjected to the in-
fluence of Assyria, had ranged around the Divine Majesty. Already
in Ezekiel,** the Being seated on the supreme throne, far above the
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